St. Barnabas on the Desert

Memorial Acceptance and Fine Arts Committee

September 14, 2009
The meeting was called to order at 4 pm by Chairman Peggy Iacobelli at The Other Cup.
Members Present:  Tom Baker, Tom Chapman, Nancy Harvey, Peggy Iacobelli, Joby Lamont, May Lou Luvisa, Judee Morrison, Donna Piscopo, Tammy Underwood, Jack Wilson and Irene Wood.
The minutes of the June meeting were approved with no corrections.   

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

No reports were covered as the agenda was superseded by a visit by Hugh Knoell, Sandra Evans, a partner at Knoell Quidort Architects, Jon Underwood to request MAFA’s inputs on flooring options and ceiling light options.  Ann Hott also attended the meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:
Sanctuary Project:  Hugh told the committee that he needed inputs in the short term from MAFA on flooring and ceiling options in order to be able to submit his drawings to the town and decisions on these matters are in the critical path for him at this time.

Flooring:  The first question presented was how much concrete to remove in the area around the altar from the first pews to the choir space, in order to bring the floor to level, as it is not at an even level now.  This question then lead to a discussion about using the concrete leveling as an opportunity to not only level the concrete, but also remove enough concrete to permit installing stone flooring.  
The committee moved to the sanctuary for further discussion.  This then lead to a discussion of the options for a hard flooring approach.  Sandra and Hugh brought samples of hard flooring to show.  These included copper quartzite and some sandstone samples.  Polished concrete and terrazzo were also discussed briefly.  
The discussion then turned to the impact of a hard surface versus carpet on the acoustics of the sanctuary.  The pros and cons of carpet versus a hard surface were discussed relative to the acoustics of the music and the spoken word.  Committee members expressed their opinions and showed the effect of walking on a hard surface compared to carpet.  
Sandra showed carpet samples with variegated colors and suggested that broadloom would be preferred for large areas and carpet tiles that could be individually removed would be better for a high traffic area like the narthex and aisles.
Hugh showed three floor plan drawings: 1) carpet only in the aisles and narthex, 2) the same with the carpet along the sides all the way to the East walls, 3) carpet everywhere.  After we returned from the sanctuary, Jon commented that the second option was not really any different than the first, as the space along the credenzas is not a high traffic area.  The options then became: 1) Carpet on all aisles only, 2) all concrete, 3) all carpet, 4) carpet on side aisles only.  The committee voted on the options and the vote was split across the four options.  Peggy indicated that an estimate had been made that lowering the concrete in order to put a new hard surface in would add $100-140k to the construction cost.  With this information and Jon’s comments that many design considerations were already incorporated into the plan to improve the acoustics, especially the design of the space around the organ, having carpeting everywhere would still result in greatly improved acoustics over what we now have.  

Ceiling Lighting:  The second question from Hugh concerned the design of the light fixtures for the ceiling lights.  He indicated that LED lighting was not an option as it is not bright enough and that compact fluorescent is preferred as energy savings is one design priority.  Hugh was told that we need to have lamps that can be replaced easily, as the fluorescent lights in the music building, for example, can not be easily replaced.  
Hugh and Sandra showed a mock-up of a light box that was constructed of white plastic and was 10 inches square by 17 inches in height.  The final light box design would be constructed of frosted glass.  This would hang down from the ceiling an inch or two and contain the lamp which would illuminate the box.  This is different than the current light arrangement, which uses lamps that simply shine downward.  The glass box would also illuminate the ceiling.  
Sandra indicated that an extensive search was done to find a light fixture solution that would bring the light sources down to a level below the cross beams of the coffered ceiling.  These light fixtures would be custom made for this application.  Hugh indicated that currently the illumination as measured at 30 inches above the floor level is 15 foot-candles.  His goal is to have the illumination level at 30 foot-candles.  There was discussion about the size of the light fixture compared to the current fixtures.  The current fixtures appear to be about 10-12 inches across, which is comparable to the proposed fixture.  The difference is that they hang down from the ceiling to provide lighting past the cross members of the ceiling.  
Initially most committee members objected to the size of the light box, but with further discussion and explanation, their design and size became more palatable to the committee.  Sandra indicated that the manufacturer was to make a glass version for us to see.  Nancy was of the opinion that they would be a nice addition to the sanctuary.  Most agreed that the existing light fixtures are outdated, not matched and not effective.  Jon asked Hugh that if 20 foot-candles was the goal, could the lamp and light fixture be made smaller.  He said he would look into it.  Hugh thought that he could prepare his drawings for presentation with the ability to make a small change to them to accommodate a small change to the light fixtures, but that this fixture would essentially be what would be used. 
Tapestry removal and storage:  Jon asked Tom B for his report on this action item with a deadline of two weeks, so that planning for this activity can be done for the project.

Our next regular meeting will be October 12, but we expect there to be a need for perhaps weekly Monday meetings due to the large amount of work to do in support of the Sanctuary Project.
The only other business was to update the spreadsheet listing of the MAFA action items for the Sanctuary Project.  The meeting was adjourned at about 5:45.
                                                                             Tom Baker, Deputy Secretary
