St. Barnabas on the Desert

Memorial Acceptance and Fine Arts Committee

October 13, 2008

Members Present:  Tom Baker, Tom Chapman, Ann Francis, Nancy Harvey, Peggy Iacobelli, Tammy Underwood, Jack Wilson, Peggy Withers.
The meeting was called to order at 4:15 in The Other Cup with prayer led by Tom C.
The minutes of the June meeting were read and approved.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Tours:  No report
Memorial Book: Nancy will provide the committee with two memorial information sheets for 1) the Ditson musician’s chair and 2) the fair linens and Ditson/Porzio cache (yes, a cache, not a cachet), so that the memorials can be included in the book.  
A motion was also approved to use designated MAFA funds in honor of the Ditsons as a memorial given from friends.  This memorial is for the torchier and lectern made by Allen Ditson.

OLD BUSINESS:

Ditson/Porzio Auction:  Peggy bought the torchier for $55 and the lectern for $125 and these were paid for with designated MAFA funds.  
White Set: Mychl has been asked to provide pictures of her work progress as she has not provided drawings or pictures to date.  Mychl told Peggy that she has been sewing feverishly.  Fr. Phil and Peggy met to discuss how to proceed.  Fr. Phil will write Mychl and express the expectation.  He indicated that if they arrive and are not acceptable, then she can keep the $5000 that has already been paid.  Note was made that we do not have a backup plan with a different artist.  

Sanctuary project: There will be a meeting on Wednesday, October 22nd at 1 pm with the organ company representative, church organ design consultant and Hugh Knoell to discuss the design of the organ and its impact on the choices that can be made in terms of the space in front of the organ.  MAFA questions to the visitors would focus on the parameters of the organ that will define the medium of the art that MAFA would need to know before defining the description of what could fill the space so that it could be presented to an artist for consideration.  A presentation was prepared with some possible questions for the organ sound consultant to answer.  Peggy noted that the Vestry has decided to push the back of the sanctuary out and rebuild it with a domed shape ceiling to better reflect the organ sound forward.

Stain color: The organ company has asked us at this early date to pick a stain color for the wood.  It is essential to know the wood to be used in the organ before this can be answered.  Perhaps during the refinishing of the pews and lecterns they would be stained to match the organ.  Since the pews, lecterns and organ are different woods, the same stain could not be used on the pews and lecterns as was used on the organ to achieve the same tones and colors.  No decision was made on stains, other than that there was some agreement on using a stain on the pews that would leave them similar to their current appearance (minus the dirt).  An example of what might be expected in the new organ console is the organ in the chapel, which is entirely Honduras mahogany.  When the Pritzlaff plaque holder/ guest book piece was made, the stain used was a red mahogany adjusted to be slightly less red to match the organ, so if the intent is to try and match pews to lecterns to organ, then adjustments would need to be made for each stain.  Conversely, if agreement is reached that the existing stain on the pews is preferred, then the organ stain would possibly need to be adjusted to match.  Most of the Ditson pieces, altar, chairs, ambry and flower vases, are unstained walnut.  The topic of stain will need to be brought up during the October 22 meeting.   
Non-monetary gifts to the Church:  No report

Conservation of the Chapel Painting:  No report.  
Vestry Presentation:  A PowerPoint presentation has been prepared for Peggy’s presentation at the Vestry meeting on the 27th with information on the origins of MAFA, charter and purpose of MAFA, liturgical furnishings, membership, recent accomplishments and current and future projects.
Virtual tour of the Church:  Peggy noted that she really like the virtual tour on the web site of Grace Cathedral in San Francisco and it would be a good model for a St. Barnabas virtual tour.

NEW BUSINESS:

Silver repair:  The top of a ciborium was repaired by Zapffe Silverplating at 207 S. Extension in Mesa at a cost of $960.  The cross was broken off and a missing stone repaired.  Thanks to Phyllis of Altar Guild for taking it to Mesa and having the work done.
Porzio Needlepoint Yarn:  The boxes of needlepoint yarn that Mychl gave St. Barnabas are being stored in the ECW closet in Hutton Hall.  The committee considered keeping the yarns that matched the needlepoint in the kneelers and selling the rest.
Thanksgiving:  Setup will be on Wednesday instead of Tuesday due to the Bible Study in the Sanctuary.  Wheat will once again be placed around the candlesticks as it was quite attractive last year.

Chair Report:

Peggy updated the membership list and provided copies to everyone.  Peggy also updated the meeting schedule through 2009 and provided copies.  A task and duties signup sheet was circulated.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:29.
                                                                             Tom Baker, Deputy Secretary
