St. Barnabas on the Desert

Memorial Acceptance and Fine Arts Committee

November 10, 2008
Members Present:  Tom Baker, Tom Chapman, Ann Francis, Peggy Iacobelli, Joby Lamont, Mary Lou Luvisa, Zannie Richards, Tammy Underwood, Jack Wilson, Peggy Withers, and Irene Wood. .
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 in The Other Cup...
The minutes of the October meeting were read and approved.  

The Rector and Ann Hott joined the meeting by invitation.  Fr. Jim offered his thoughts on what he would like to see as the theme for the new organ screen in the sanctuary project.  He emphasized that these were his ideas, but it is our church and we must make the final decision.  He noted that this is the most important project for the sanctuary that has been undertaken and will be in place for the next 50-100 years.
Jim told us that he personally has been deeply influenced by the Holy Spirit, and that the Pentacostal movement has been a dominant force in Christianity for the past 100 years.  He indicated that he would like to see the Spirit portrayed and emphasized in the new organ screen, showing the importance of the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ life and our lives.  We should convey this vision to the artist.  Our Holy Spirit tradition shares a common ground with all religions – mystical and spiritual – and unifies us.  He quoted a number of Bible passages that would be helpful to us: John chaps. 14-17; Luke 4, 5, and 24; Acts 1, 2, and 10; Jeremiah 31; Isaiah 61; Romans 8, and Galatians 5.
In closing the Rector said that we should not let the design and mechanics of the organ drive our vision of what we want to convey. – ie: we should not be intimidated by the architects and the structural requirements.  The visual impact is every bit as important to the congregation as the sound.  He described the “Ode to Joy” tapestry as awesome and sacred to him as it is to all of us.*
We all felt that the Rector’s remarks were intimidating (How do you depict the Holy Spirit?), but inspired us to start thinking about the vision we want to convey – “The sky was ripped apart and the Spirit was revealed”.  Definitely food for thought!

$350,000 of the project funds have been set aside for the organ “screen”, or whatever we chose to replace Ode to Joy.

A computer 3-D model of the new sanctuary should be ready for us to see by the Dec. meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Tours:  No report
Memorial Book: The wording for the memorial gifts was discussed.
Thanksgiving:  Ann Francis asked for volunteers.  The decorating will be done on Wednesday morning, with the wheat being put on the candlesticks on Tuesday.

Christmas:  The decorations will be put up on Monday, Dec. 22.  Tom Baker will order the poinsettias, Tammy and Peggy I. will order the trees, and Peggy Withers will get a notice in the Mockingbird Messenger and Bulletin about tree memorials.
OLD BUSINESS:

White Set:  Peggy has E-mailed Mychl Ditson to find out about the status of this project.

Sanctuary Project: All felt that the Oct. 22 meeting was most informative, and that the MAFA attendance was impressive.  Tom Baker was thanked for his good notes.

Tom B. commented that we need a plan of how we are going to proceed with the sanctuary project – a time line.  This will get us on the right path and define our priorities (the target date for the organ in 2010).  He will send a framework for us to comment on and add our ideas.

Tammy reminded us that we have done artist searches in the past, and there is a file of names in the MAFA file in the office. 
Vestry Presentation:  This went well and very few questions were asked by the Vestry.  Thanks again to Tom Baker for the Power Point help.
Conservation of the Chapel Painting:  No report
Virtual tour of the Church:  No report..
NEW BUSINESS:

Non-Monetary Gifts to the Church: During the Vestry presentation, Peggy gave the Chancellor, David Carmichael, a draft of the non-monetary gifts policy.  He will review this and make a recommendation to the Vestry regarding its implementation.  Father Leyba is considering donating a 21” high Madonna to the church.  When received, a decision will be made on where to display the piece.
Additional business:  Tammy pointed out that the American flag inside the church is 3’ x 5” and should be 4’ x 6’ to match the Episcopal flag, which also needs replacing.  It was moved, and seconded, that we proceed with the purchase of 2 new flags – with fringe.  Tammy will take care of this.  Additionally, Tammy will repair the roping on the Barnabas banner.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:00
Our next meeting will be December 8.

                                                                             Zannie Richards, Secretary

*Thanks to Tom Baker for his excellent notes on the Rector’s reflections.
