St. Barnabas on the Desert

Memorial Acceptance and Fine Arts Committee

June 8, 2009
The meeting was called to order at high noon by Chairman Peggy Iacobelli at Bloom.
Members Present:  Tom Baker, Ann Francis, Nancy Harvey, Peggy Iacobelli, Joby Lamont, May Lou Luvisa, Judee Morrison, Tammy Underwood, Jack Wilson and Peggy Withers.
The minutes of the May meeting were approved with the correction of “Nancy read the letter to Jana Peterson” to Nancy read a draft of a letter to Jana Peterson.   

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Tours:  No tours in May
Memorial Book: The white vestments need to be added when the cope and chapel burse and veil are completed.  Peggy I. will provide Tom B. with the information.
OLD BUSINESS:

Virtual tour of the church:  Peggy handed out a two page list of items to include for a web-based video.  Jack noted that we need to identify the audience in order to really define what the final product should include.  A target audience may only have an interest in a select portion of the campus or liturgical furnishings.  Initially all items need to be videotaped, and then everything can be categorized for different audiences and compiled and edited for each intended audience.  The committee members were asked to categorize each piece on the list.
White Set:  Waiting on the cope and chapel burse and veil.
Sanctuary Project: A sanctuary facelift things-to-consider list was discussed with mention of adding a renovation of the front Ditson doors to the list, if they are not already on it.  Also discussed was the storage of the extra pews that were previously used in the choir area.  They are presently stored in Willard’s mother’s house in Tempe.  Peggy I. suggested possibly adding them to the renovated sanctuary and making room for them by shrinking the space between each of the existing 32 rows of pews by an inch or so. This would need to be considered as part of the sanctuary project planning.  The pews are shorter in length than the standard ones, so perhaps they would be useful for facilitating the use of a wheelchair.  They also need to have new legs made, since they have cutouts for the choir steps.  Peggy I. wrote to Ann Hott expressing the desire to refinish them when the other pews are done. 
Artist Search Design Team:  Sarah Hall to have two meetings on Sunday, June 14 to present her latest design.  The plan is for a 1:30 pm meeting with Sarah, Design Team and Jim Clark, followed by a 4:30 pm meeting with Sarah, Design Team, Jim Clark, Phil Carlson, Jon Underwood and Hugh Knoell.  Sarah requested a small group for her presentation, which has limited the participants in the first meeting to the design team.
Conservation of the Chapel Painting and Terra Cotta medallion:  No report.
Textile Conservation Workshop in Tempe, May 27:  Judee and Tom B. and Tony Conyers attended the all-day workshop.  Judee discussed the many things she learned about textile conservation from both the speakers and from the demonstrations that were given.  During one of the demonstrations Judee also made a photocopy of an information sheet from a company that makes archival materials that would be very applicable to the tapestry storage.  Tom handed out a write up of his findings from the workshop.  These included some information gleaned from a book, “Unraveling Textiles” by Boersma that was shown at one of the demonstrations. This book has a wealth of information on the process of rolling textiles that would be applicable to storage of the tapestry.  Tammy has already ordered a copy of the book and it will be placed in the MAFA file cabinet.  Tom also talked to Martha Grimm about cleaning the tapestry and rolling it for storage.  Tom and Tony also met with Margaret Orodonez, one of the speakers from the University of Rhode Island to discuss the results of an experiment that they had done on using artist’s varnish to stabilize and strengthen the fabrics used in the tapestry.  This process doesn’t look promising at this time. 
Also in Tom’s handout were the makings of a document intended to start the discussion on considerations in the removal of the tapestry, the removal process and rolling of the tapestry for storage.  Since the removal and storage of the tapestry needs to be part of a coordinated effort in the sanctuary construction project and a number of people will be involved outside of MAFA, it would be beneficial to have a plan in place.
The committee approved reimbursement of Judee and Tom for the $60 registration fee, for the $260 cost of photographing the tapestry and $47.45 for the “Unraveling Textiles” book.  These will be reimbursed from the Dunlap memorial given for the preservation of the tapestry.  
Brochure for Stained Glass in Music Building:  In process.  Status unknown.
Lenten Stoneware pitcher:  No update
Storage of Liturgical pieces:  No report.

Punch list for repairs on campus:  Mention was made of refinishing the Ditson walnut liturgical furnishings.  Tom B. and Ann looked at the baptismal font and altar after the May meeting as there was concern about graying of the wood and noted that they have Varathane brushed on them, which would make oiling them useless.
Marilyn Dale:  Dave Carmichael has prepared a draft of a letter to send to Marilyn.
NEW BUSINESS:
Chapel Brochure:  Fr. Phil mailed a copy of the tri-fold that Darlene had started on the liturgical furnishings of the chapel to Tom B.  He asked him to provide digital versions of the pictures.  Many of these will need to be re-done.  Judee will work on revising the text of the brochure.
Other Cup:  Furniture is moving around too much, which sometimes results in a problem with handicap access to the bathroom.  Suggestions are welcome on how to address this.

Chair Report:  A task and duties list was circulated for the 2009-10 season.
Our next regular meeting will be September 14, unless there is a need for reviewing any results from the Artist Design Team evaluation during the summer.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 with thanks to Judee for coordinating the meeting arrangements and finances.
                                                                             Tom Baker, Deputy Secretary
