St. Barnabas on the Desert

Memorial Acceptance and Fine Arts Committee

Organ Screen Artist Search Committee

January 21, 2009
Members Present: Tom Baker, Nancy Harvey, Peggy Iacobelli and Irene Wood.  
The meeting was called to order at 4:35 at The Other Cup
The minutes of the December meeting were read and approved.  

Mission Statement and Scope
As Chairman, Nancy provided a mission statement as that of researching organ pipe screens in order to find an artist who will create a work to glorify God and express the Holy Spirit in the sanctuary; be appropriate for St. Barnabas by integrating the work with the architecture and existing liturgical furnishings; and can be recommended to the Vestry.

Blessing
Erika provided a collect for artists and a prayer for us to begin.
Scriptural reflection

Tom read a summary of qualities of the Holy Spirit based on research on scriptural references.  These scriptural references were sent to Sarah Hall.
Meeting 

Nancy noted that our search should be both A) specifically focused on Sarah Hall, since she successfully worked with us on the music building windows and B) a broad search to educate ourselves about all of the possibilities that exist from every avenue that could lead us to perhaps something new and unexpected.

Nancy provided copies of the emails of Sarah’s comments to the January 13th letter that was sent to her.  In the comments Sarah was very positive and was moving very fast.  She even provided a project timeline.  Nancy noted that it is typical of Sarah to move fast and that probably her work load is light right now.  Sarah also included references to her brother Brad, but Nancy felt that she had concerns about his work.  She also pointed out that she employs a team of workers who can work on large projects like this.  She also felt that the larger pipes definitely need to be covered, whereas some of the smaller pipes could be exposed.  She also felt that glass is an excellent medium for expressing the Holy Spirit.
Nancy wanted to ask, or re-ask, Jacques specific questions about the pipe arrangement, so that this information could be provided initially to Sarah.  It was felt that an understanding of the pipe arrangement is critical to enable an artist to move forward.
 Nancy will review the 10/22 Jacques, Terry, Jon, Jim and MAFA meeting minutes before framing the questions that would then be sent to Jon to forward to Casavant.

Discussion moved to whether Sarah should be invited as a consultant.  It was noted that asking her to consult should be carefully defined as to her role, the expected outcome and the limits of her initial work.  To this end, Tom will draft a letter defining her role and Nancy and Peggy will polish and finish it.  We would like Sarah to study the sanctuary, possibly in person, express her opinions on pipes and the walls and meet with MAFA.  There was a discussion about defining a design fee for her consulting with no resolution.

Several web sites that had been found during searching and were felt to be valuable were discussed.  Tom reviewed a list of goals that any church searching for liturgical art should consider and they were appropriate for our work.  Tom also mentioned the work of Matthew Copley in the UK, who used glass in front of the organ as a screen.  The glass is then swung open like shutters when the organ is to be played.  Tom provided a list of 50-60 web links to liturgical art, guilds, pipe organs, architecture and space links, etc., including the link to the liturgical art search goals and Copley.  Most of these have not been investigated yet.  Nancy suggested that we may want to break them up and distribute them to committee members to investigate.
Nancy asked Tom to see if Sky could help us with doing searching so that we could utilize her contacts and skills as a librarian to improve our searching speed and efficiency.

Since it was getting late, the meeting was adjourned at 5:50.  The next meeting will be Wednesday, January 28, 2009.
                                                                             Tom Baker
