St. Barnabas on the Desert

Memorial Acceptance and Fine Arts Committee

January 12, 2009
Members Present:  Tom Baker, Tom Chapman, Ann Francis, Nancy Harvey, Peggy Iacobelli, Joby Lamont, Mary Lou Luvisa, Judee Morrison, Donna Piscopo, Tammy Underwood, Peggy Withers, and Irene Wood.  
Jon Underwood and Hugh Knoell 

The meeting was called to order at high noon at Remington’s
The minutes of the December meeting were read and approved.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Tours:  Judee conducted a tour for a non-parishioner in honor of the guest’s birthday and another tour was conducted for 7 people after a 10:45 service.
Memorial Book: Two additions were made to the Memorial Book: 1) Cache Table, Lectern, and a set of Fair Linens, given by Mrs. Thomas B. Harvey, Jr. in acknowledgement of Nancy A Harvey, as Chairman of the Memorial Acceptance and Fine Arts Committee, 1994 – 2002, and 2) Musician’s Chair, given by Nancy A. Harvey in memory of the life and work of Lee Porzio and Allen Ditson.
Also, the Harvey gift of a torchiere in honor of Isabel Hutton was approved. 
Christmas:  Tim Mitchell again provided the trees and John Cooke at Carefree Nursery provided the poinsettias on Dec. 22.  The poinsettias were taken away after the 10:15 service, January 4.  The trees were to remain in place for the Epiphany evensong service, Wednesday, January 6, but were taken down early.  It was suggested that we give Rudy a larger tip this year ($50).
Easter:  Decorating to be on April 11 at 9 am.  Stations of the Cross need to be done early Wednesday or Late Tuesday due to music program on Tuesday night. 
OLD BUSINESS
White Set:  First shown to the clergy on Dec. 22.  Phil set them aside until after Christmas and made a decision in the 1st week of Jan.  The clergy felt that that they like the hangings and the burse and veil.  They would like modifications made to the chasuble: remove the Velcro and extend the design over to the back so that it can be worn front to back.  The chasuble will be returned to Mychl for the modifications to be made.
Sanctuary Project:  Hugh and Jon joined the meeting to provide additional inputs and updates and answer questions.  Hugh offered to help create a proposal for an artist using the 3D perspective software.  This would include views showing 1) a new back wall, 2) segments of the existing tapestry, and 3) the tapestry converted to a line drawing.  Hugh also discussed the possibility of recreating the tapestry as a light projection either on a reflective screen or the pipe material itself.  He also noted that the back wall composition has not yet been determined.  Jon noted that Jacques at Casavant wanted to help us by using their experience to work with the artist.  Hugh also mentioned that a textile could be an option if modern materials are considered.  Jon said that Terry may have inputs for us by the end of Jan. on his research on existing applications by other churches.  Hugh showed 3D views of the sanctuary using the existing tapestry.  Nancy made note of the spatial arrangement of the tapestry to the pillars and its visual impact as one moves in front of it.  Hugh emphasized that light other than simple illumination for a new organ screen would be part of the plan.  Casavant is looking for direction from MAFA by the end of April on pipe placement and arrangement so they can proceed with their work.  Jon was asked to have Casavant provide us with their initial proposal for three different pipe arrangements and weight them according to preferences for space requirements and sound.  

The committee voted unanimously to focus on the Holy Spirit as the theme for the new organ screen, with a backup plan of recreating the existing tapestry design, if creating a new design becomes impossible.  
Approval was given for spending money from the Dunlap memorial for photographing the tapestry.

An artist search subcommittee was established to search for an artist and a medium.  Nancy to chair.  Meetings will be held at 4 pm on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month, possibly somewhere on the campus where wireless Internet access is available.  Peggy I., Tammy, Irene, Tom C. and Tom B. asked to join.

Nancy and Peggy I. to compose and send a letter to Sarah Hall to ask for her artistic help with this project.  Nancy felt that it is best to seek her help early on, especially since she already has a connection with St. Barnabas.
Conservation of the Chapel Painting and terracotta medallion:  Judee reported that a person in Tucson has been identified that may be able to do the work.  The linen of the painting has holes in it from over-cleaning and the terracotta is discolored and needs cleaning. 
Virtual tour of the Church:  Pictures of the altar at Christmas were sent to Erin, ostensibly to use on the web site. 
Non Monetary Gifts to the Church:  A 19th century Bible was given to the church.  Peggy I. placed it in the library.  It is in somewhat frail condition.
NEW BUSINESS
Ministry Fair: Display will be reused from last year.  The fair is January 25, in conjunction with the annual meeting. 
Hearts and Hands:  MAFA table planned, with committee members urged to sign up.

Juliet Hemingray:  A letter from Juliet was read indicating an interest in working with St. Barnabas again in the future.  She indicated that she has a staff of 14 and that she would be coming to the general convention in the Fall.  She also asked about the blue set.  The committee considered Juliet as a possible artist for the Sanctuary Project with no firm decision made.

Ditson Yarn:  The yarn that was given to us by Mychl from Lee’s studio was found to be in poor condition due to its age.  ECW will be asked if they can use it.

Capital Campaign Donor Wall:  There was discussion about whether to reopen the effort to work on the donor wall.  There does appear to be a correct and complete list of donor names, but there is no active request to work on this project, so no decision was made to proceed.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:30.
                                                                             Tom Baker
