Saint Barnabas on the Desert
Memorial Acceptance and Fine Arts Committee
October 13, 2025

Members present: Peggy Iacobelli, Marilyn Black, Tom Baker, Kent Levine, Ann Goodman, Jack Wilson, John Thornton, Jr., Marga Fritze and Nancy Harvey.
Call to order: Nancy read an All-Saint’s Day prayer to open the meeting.
Minutes of September 8: The minutes for the September 8, 2025 meeting were approved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Tours: Judee’s last tour was planned for September 21st but no one attended. Her planned upcoming tours will be on Nov. 16th, Jan. 4th, Mar. 15th, and May 3rd.
Buildings and Grounds: No report. 
Thanksgiving: The team will set up Saturday, November 22nd at 9 am. Thanksgiving Day is the 27th. The decorations will be removed Saturday the 29th at 9am. Judee introduced us to Greg, a new parishioner, who shows interest in helping us decorate the altar this year.
Christmas: Grace placed an order with Ken Young for 72 six-inch size poinsettias, 12 of which will be used around the front door planters. The trees will be put up on Dec. 19th.

OLD BUSINESS
Green set commission: The plan is for the green set to be consecrated on October 19.
Christmas bow: Kathy Ritt started making the new bows, which she said could be hung in the book store storeroom. Kathy will show Grace how to make the bows.
Retired chapel kneeler needlepoint framing and chapel kneeler storage: The three framed needlepoints were hung on the west wall. Chris will be asked about moving the kneelers into the music building.
Saint Barnabas history book: Marga shared her discovery from a file loaned by Ann, including valuable information about the Ditson logo and the history of St. Barnabas. She suggested creating a brochure featuring the logo's symbolism, which could be used for tours or the website. Marga also found a handwritten year-by-year overview of St. Barnabas' history, which she believes was written by Wilma Bartholomew. Nancy Harvey may be able to confirm the authorship, as she thinks Wilma Bartholomew was involved. Marga also made the point of having another person learn the history, what we have and where it is located. 
Did You Know articles: Marga has 21 "Did You Know" articles identified, but is waiting to hear from the communications team about their plans before proceeding.
Website tour: Peggy reported that a website tour report has been submitted and paid for, with an estimated 10 hours of work required for edits, though there's no current timeline for completion. Peggy sent a personal check for $500 to have the video finished.
Ode to Joy disposition sub-committee: A total of 25 sections to cut have been identified so far, which is about 40% of the total area of the piece. The next cutting will cover up to this area of Ode to Joy. An additional 3 sets of walnut wall hangers have been made. Grace is making more edge pieces from the brown linen. 
Retirement gift from Ode to Joy: There will be several pieces to choose from after the next cutting.
Written work instructions for the holidays and Inventory management initiative: Marilyn worked on the MAFA logo using Chat GPT. Manny may also be working on the logo design.
Music and sermon stand for the sanctuary: Jack questioned why there was a need for another sermon stand. Peggy said she wanted to replace the existing stand with a new one that would match the sanctuary's style and be adjustable
Choir railing: John Martin is in charge of this. Jack to follow up with John Martin regarding the railing project at the Buildings and Grounds meeting. John received some inputs from MAFA on the design. Peggy emphasized the need for approval before making the railing a permanent structure in the sanctuary.
Altar railing: This is separate from the choir railing. No report.
Adult coloring book: No report
Conservation project: No report 
Purple set repair: Judee has the chasuble and has found the fabric to do the repair. Judee asked Nicole if she would do the repair and she said yes.

NEW BUSINESS 
Red Chasuble: Peggy bought some gold thread to use for repairing the damaged top stitching. Nancy thought Mychl had made the chasuble using a sewing machine.
CHAIR REPORT
Salt River Brass conductor: Peggy showed the conductor, who is an ASU professor, the music building windows when she was here.
Peggy to contact Robin Oden to determine her level of commitment to the committee. Peggy to consider adjusting meeting time if needed based on Robin Oden's availability.
The next meeting will be November 10th, in the Other Cup. 

Let it be known that these minutes are intended to convey the spirit of the meeting and are not meant to be a literal documentation of the proceedings.
